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Abstract  
A new name, Rubus sellii M. Idrees & J.M.H. Shaw, is proposed to replace R. 
rubicundiflorus P.D. Sell (Rosaceae), which is an illegitimate later homonym of R. × 
rubicundiflorus Sudre. 
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Introduction 
The name Rubus rubicundus Purchas (Rosaceae) was validly published by Purchas 
(1894a), for a bramble collected from hedges between Ashbourne and Osmaston, 
Derbyshire (Britain), but the name was illegitimate because the specific epithet 
“rubicundus” was already occupied by R. rubicundus P.J.Müll. & Wirtg. (1858). Later, 
Purchas attempted to correct the illegitimate name R. rubicundus Purchas (1894: 139), 
and proposed a new name R. rubriflorus Purchas (1894b: 187). Unfortunately, this 
name was also an illegitimate later homonym of R. rubriflorus Kuntze (1879). P.D. Sell 
(2014) recently published a replacement name R. rubicundiflorus P.D. Sell, nom. nov., 
for the illegitimate name R. rubriflorus Purchas (1894). According to Article 53. 1 of the 
ICN (Turland et al., 2018), it is an illegitimate later homonym of R. × rubicundiflorus 
Sudre [R. omalus × R. furvus] (1902). A new replacement name, Rubus sellii M. Idrees 
& J. M. H. Shaw, is therefore proposed here. The specific epithet honours the late Peter 
Derek Sell (1929-2013), formerly Assistant Curator of the Herbarium, Department of 
Plant Science, University of Cambridge), whose contributions to A Flora of 
Cambridgeshire, Flora of Great Britain and Ireland and the Flora Europaea project are 
outstanding and invaluable. 
 
Rubus sellii M. Idrees & J.M.H. Shaw, nom. nov.  
Replaced synonym: Rubus rubicundiflorus P.D. Sell, Fl. Gr. Brit. Ireland 2: 519. 2014, 
nom. illeg., non R. rubicundiflorus Sudre, Excurs. Batol. 3: 144. 1902; Rubus rubriflorus 
Purchas, J. Bot. 32: 187. 1894, nom. illeg., non R. rubriflorus Kuntze, Meth. Sp.-Beschr. 
Rubus 102. 1879; Rubus rubicundus Purchas, J. Bot. 32: 139. 1894, nom. illeg., non R. 
rubicundus P.J.Müll. & Wirtg., Exsicc. (Herb. Rub.  Rhenan.) 150. 1858.  
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Type: British Isles, Hedges between Ashbourne and Osmaston, Derbyshire, v.c.57, 
1891, W.H. Purchas s.n. (holotype: BIRM; not seen). 
Vernacular name – Rose-Flowered Bramble 
Distribution – Hedges in a district south of Ashbourne, comprising the adjoining 
parishes of Osmaston, Shirley, Yeaveley, Edlaston, Brailsford and Hulland in Derbyshire, 
UK. 
 
Acknowledgments  
This study was financed by the Scientific Research Project of Neijiang Normal University 
(2020WJ02). 
 
References 
Kuntze, O. 1879. Methodik der Species beschreibung und Rubus: Monographie der 

einfachblättrigen und krautigenBrombeerenverbundenmitBetrachtungenuber Die 
fehlerder  jetzigen species Beschreibungs Methode. Leipzig: Verlag Von Arthur 
Felix, 168 pp. 

Müller, P.J. 1958. Beschreibung der in der Umgegend von Weissenburg am Rhein 
wildwachsenden Arten der Gattung Rubus. Flora (Regensburg) 41: 129-140, 149-
157, 163-174, 177-185. 

Purchas, W.H. 1894a. Rubus rubicundus, Sp. n., Journal of Botany, British and Foreign 
(London) 32: 139-140. 

Purchas, W.H. 1894b. Rubus rubicundus: A correction to R. rubriflorus. Journal of 
Botany, British and Foreign (London) 32: 187. 

Sell, P.D. 2014. Rosaceae In: Sell, P. & Murrell, G., eds. Flora of Great Britain and 
Ireland, 2: 519, 315. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Sudre, M.H. 1902. Excursions batologiquesdans les Pyrénéesou description etanalyse 
des Rubus des Pyrénéesfrançaises fascicules 3. Imprimerie de l’Institut de 
bibliographie, Le Mans, 182 pp. 

Turland, N.J., Wiersema, J.H., Barrie, F.R., Greuter, W., Hawksworth, D., Herendeen, 
P.S., Knapp, S., Kusber, W.H., Li, D.-Z., Marhold, K., May, T.W., McNeill, J., 
Monro, A.M., Prado, J. Price, M.J. & Smith, G.F. (eds.) 2018. International Code of 
Nomenclature for algae, fungi, and plants (Shenzhen Code). Koeltz Botanical 
Books, Glashütten, 254 pp. https://www.iapt-taxon.org/nomen/main.php  

 
Copyright retained by author(s). Published by BSBI under the terms of the Creative 
Commons Attribution 4.0 International Public License. 
 
ISSN: 2632-4970 
 
https://doi.org/10.33928/bib.2022.04.155 
 

https://www.iapt-taxon.org/nomen/main.php
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
https://doi.org/10.33928/bib.2022.04.

